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the members of the same group the Symbolist period of the early
twentieth century would appear as a period of cultural renaissance
rather than decadence. The number of such probable controversial
points could be increased. Quite obviously, these and similar prob-
lems are problems of interpretation, and with regard to them
there never can be, and perhaps there should not be, a complete
unanimity of opinion.
But even those who will tend to disagree with Mr, Miliukov
must acknowledge the impressive extent of his erudition, the
breadth and unity of his conception, and above all that degree of
detachment which is truly remarkable in a man who all his life
has been not only a scholar but also a fighter, and an active par-
ticipant in historical events.
My editorial work has been greatly facilitated by encouragement
and advice I have received from many friends and colleagues.
Thanks are due Professor B. A. Bakhmeteff, Mr. S. Bolan, Pro-
fessor S. H. Cross, Dr. F. Epstein, Mr. D. Fedotoff White, Dr.
H. T. Levin, Mr. P. A. Pertzoff, Professor E. J. Simmons, Mrs.
Manya Gordon, Mr. V. Terentiev, Professor N. S, Timasheff,
and Professor G. Vernadsky. I am particularly indebted to my
friend Mr. Roger Dow and to Mrs. Olga Oushakoff for their
help in the final preparation of the manuscript.
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